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SUBJ: COMMENTS OF SOVIET OFFICIAL ON 
CAMBODIA 

1. IN RECENT CONVERSATION BETWEEN AUSTRALIAN 
AMBASSADOR PLIMSOLL AND SOVIET MFA DEPARTMENT HEAD 
KAPITSA, LATTER OFFERED FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON 
CAMBODIA. 

2. KAPITSA BEGAN BY SAYING THAT SIHANOUK NOW HAS 
NO INFLUENCE. HIS ALLEGED GOVERNMENT HAS VIRTUALLY 
DISINTEGRATED AND THE KHMER ROUGE WON'T ALLOW 
SIHANOUK TO SPEAK FOR THEM. THE KHMER ROUGE BELIEVES 
IT COULD TAKE ANY CITY IN CAMBODIA IT WANTS BUT IS 
RESTRAINED BY THE PROSPECTOF CASUALTIES WHICH WOULD 
BE SUFFERED AS WELL AS INTERNATIONAL REPERCUSSIONS. 
THE KHMER ROUGE FEELS THAT, BY CONTINUING PRESENT 
SITUATION, LON NOL GOVERNMENT WILL FALL INTO ITS HANDS. 
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3. CONCERNING POSSIBLE OUTCOMES IN CAMBODIA, 

KAPITSA THOUGHT IT WAS CONCEIVABLE THAT A COALITION 
COULD BE WORKED OUT ALONG THE LINES OF LAOS OR THAT 

A PARTITION MIGHT RESULT ALONG THE LINES OF THE KOREAN 
MODEL. WHEN PLIMSOLL QUERIED IF PARTITION WAS REALLY 
FEASIBLE, KAPITSA SAID IT COULD NOT BE RULED OUT. A 
THIRD VARIANT FOR A SOLUTION IN CAMBODIA WOULD BE 
COMPLETE TAKEOVER BY THE KHMER ROUGE. HOWEVER, THERE 
IS UNCERTAINTY ABOUT HOW FAR THE U.S. IS PREPARED TO 
GO TO PROTECT LON NOL. KAPITSA ADDED THAT HANOI DOES 
NOT WANT A SOLUTION WHICH WOULD LEAVE CHINA IN TOO 
STRONG A POSITION. PLIMSOLL HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT 
KAPITSA FELT THIS MIGHT BE THE CASE IN THE EVENT OF 
A KHMER ROUGE TAKEOVER, BUT KAPITSA WAS NOT SPECIFIC. 

4. KAPITSA CONCLUDED HIS DISCUSSION OF CAMBODIAN 
SITUATION BY SAYING THAT SOVIETS, WHILE INCLINED TO 
FAVOR KHMER ROUGE, ARE KEEPING THEIR LINES OPEN TO ALL 
PARTIES AND WILL WAIT TO SEE WHAT HAPPENS. 
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